DAYANANDA

energy. Dayananda has brought tfeis idea of the divine
right and truth into the Veda; the Veda is as much
and "more a book of divine Law as Hebrew Bible
or Zoroaetrian Avesta.

The cosmic element is not less conspicuous in the
Veda; the Rishis speak always of the worlds, the firm
laws that govern them, the divine workings in the
cosmos. But Dayananda goes farther; he affirms that
the truths of modern physical science are discoverable
in the hymns. Here we have the sole point of fun-
damental principle about which there can be any
justifiable misgivings. I confess my incompetence to
advance any settled opinion in the matter. But this
much needs to be said that his idea is increasingly
supported by the recent trend of our knowledge
alxmt the ancient world. The ancient civilisations did
possess secrets of science some of which modem
knowledge has recovered, extended and made more
rich and precise but others are even now not reco-
vered There is then nothing fantastic in Dayananda's
idea that Veda contains truth of science as well
as truth of religion. I will even add my own
conviction that Veda contains other truths of a
science the'modern world does not at all possess, and
in that case Dayananda *has rather understated than
overstated the depth and range of the Vedie wisdom.

Objection has also been made to the philological
imd etymological method by which he arrived at
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